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REMARKS 



Claims 1, 4, 5, 9, 10, 14, 21 and 29 are amended; and claims 1-21 and 29-42 are 



to contain allowable subject matter, 



rom claim 14, and are believed to be 



pending in the application. 

Claims 4, 5, 9, 14-21 and 29-42 are indicatec 
but stand objected to for various reasons. Claims 4, !>, 9 and 14 are amended to place the 
claims in independent form, and such amendments a[re believed to place claims 4, 5, 9 and 
1 4 in condition for allowance. Claims 1 5-20 depend 1 
in condition for allowance for at least the reasons fbr which claim 14 is in condition for 
allowance. Claim 21 is amended to place the claim in independent form, and also to 
remove the term "approximately" from the claim, and such amendments are believed to 
place claim 21 in condition for allowance. Claim 29 s amended to replace the term "first 
masking layer" with the term - masking layer - to correct typographical errors within the 
claim, and such amendments are believed to place claim 29 in condition for allowance. 

Claims 1 -3, 6-8 and 10-13 stand rejected as bdng anticipated by Shih. Independent 
claims 1 and 10 are amended to specify that a recited masking layer is entirely of a single 
uniform composition. Such amendments are supported by the originally-filed application 
at, for example, figure 1 and the text of paragraph 0 339, which show and disclose that a 
masking layer 18 can be of a single uniform composition. The amended claims are 
allowable over the cited reference of Shih for at least the reason that the "masking layer" of 
such reference that the Examiner contends is analo gous to that of claims 1 and 1 0 is, in 
fact, three layers of differing composition (specifically, layers 24, 26 and 28). Accordingly, 
the reference does not show or suggest the subject matter of amended claims 1 and 1 0 of 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



S:\MI22V388\M03. DOC A2701 101008N 



14 



PAT-US\AM-NEWRULES.wpd 



PAGE 15/16 " RCVD AT 1/10/2006 4:07:42 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * 8VR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/29 * DNI8:2738300 * CSID: 5098383424 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-50 



01/10/2006 14:09 FAX 5098383424 



WELLS ST JOHN PS 



S1016/016 



a recited masking layer which is entirely of a singld uniform composition utilized in the 



recited sequences of claims 1 and 10. 

Claims 2-3, 6-8 and 11-13 depend from cairns 
allowable for at least the reasons which amended claims 

Pending claims 1-21 and 29-42 are allowable 
applicant therefore respectfully requests that the 
Allowance formally allowing all of the pending claimi 



1 and 10, and are therefore 
1 and 1 0 are allowable, 
or the reasons discussed above, and 
Examiner's next action be a Notice of 



Respec fully submitted, 



Dated: January 10. 2006 



By: 
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